
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

INVITATION 
 

TO A VIRTUAL ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:  
COVID-19 VACCINES FOR EVERYONE  
 

UNICEF, ICC and Global Compact invite you to a second roundtable 
focusing on the global roll out of the Covid-19 vaccine.  
 

THURSDAY 1ST JULY | 3PM CET   
 
What is UNICEF’s role in the largest vaccine procurement and supply operation ever 

undertaken? And what is the role of the private sector? 
  
 
 
The global context and UNICEF’s role 
An important step to ending the acute phase of the pandemic is to ensure everyone has access to 
COVID-19 vaccines. Vaccine delivery is just as critical as procuring the vaccines themselves. 
Economic recovery and success of the COVID-19 vaccines will ultimately depend on the ability to 
equitably deliver them to and deploy them within low- and middle-income countries.  
 
Under the COVAX facility, UNICEF is currently working with over 100 low- and middle-
income countries to prepare for vaccine deployment — the most ambitious logistical operation 
the world has ever seen. It requires assisting countries to assess current capabilities and develop clear 
plans to increase capacity, including development of adequate cold chain, logistics and transport 
arrangements; health systems strengthening and training of health workers; and community engagement 
to address misinformation.   
 
The economic implications 
Research commissioned by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) reveals that the current scarcity 
of vaccines in middle- and lower-income countries risks imposing losses to the global economy of as much 
as US$ 9.2 trillion, equivalent to more than 7% of pre-pandemic global GDP. Around half of these losses 
will be borne by advanced economies like Switzerland – regardless of the speed of their domestic 
vaccination campaigns – owing to continued supply and demand disruptions in global value chains. This 
means that economic losses borne by wealthy countries could potentially be as high as US$ 4.5 
trillion.  
 
Liz Case, UNICEF’s COVAX expert, will present the global progress, challenges around UNICEF’s large 
and ambitious global roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine and outline the critical role the Swiss Economy 
can play in ensuring global equitable access to the vaccine. She will also give a spotlight on India.   
Thomas Pletscher, Secretary General of ICC Switzerland, will share facts and figures from the 
International Chamber of Commerce study “The Economic Case for Global Vaccinations”.  
Gregory Renand, Head of the Z Zurich Foundation, will share insights on how the private sector can 
engage to stop the pandemic and about staff and client willingness to ActForImpact.  
 
No-one can be safe from Covid-19 until everyone is safe and vaccinated.  
 
 
 
Please register with Tim Lenke at t.lenke@unicef.ch to receive the dial-in details for this virtual 
roundtable on Thursday, 1st of July 2021, 3 - 4 p.m. CET. Deadline for registration: June 30. 
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